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Above: Some of the aircraft on display at our annual Open Day. More pictures are on Pages 4 and 5. 

Below left: Five warbirds flying in formation at Temora last month, including a Meteor, Sabre, Kittyhawk, 

Mustang and FA18. Below right: The HARS Super Constellation at Temora just before its flying display. 

Visit our website:- www.wedderburnairstrip.com.au 
Contact your Newsletter Editor at 

david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 
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David Rittie (President) 0425 380 965  david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

Margaret Nightingale (Secretary) 0425 380 966  fireweed@netspace.net.au 

Allan Aaron (Treasurer) 0425 380 967  aaaron@tvp.com.au 

Tim Causer 0418 433 665  timcau@tpg.com.au 

Bret Cavanagh  0407 344 795  bret@cavanagh.id.au 

Matthew Gray 0411 505 521  weemelah@optusnet.com.au 

Don Harvie 0407 231 333  donharvie@yahoo.com.au 

Lloyd Shepherd 0407 232 747  lsh19082@bigpond.net.au 

Richard Thompson 0412 288 061  richard@flycorp.com.au 

Committee  (group email) committee@wedderburnairstrip.com.au    

Caretaker ñKangaò Rouen Andrews  0425 380 964               -  -  - 
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Perth in an Aeronca 

Chiefò from Ian Harvie 
8 

Hangars and Aircraft for 

sale 
12 

Need some exotic plants, or want some peaches or other stone fruit?  You can choose 

from a wide selection near the airfield, just around the corner at #7 Blackburn Road. 

HARLANDôS  Fruit, Nursery and Landscaping 
Phone 4634 1234  or  0402 086 032, or drop by and see Charles or Clayton. 

 

*The Harlands also do hangar concrete slabs, at very reasonable prices* 

 

If you want to stage an event, or invite the Club to join you on a flying jaunt please talk to me. You will earn addi-

tional Championship points.           Bret Cavanagh 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS.  Put óem in your diary 
 

General Meeting  Sunday, 11th December, 2pm     Clubhouse 

     Contact: Margaret Nightingale 
 

CHRISTMAS  PARTY  &  ANNUAL  AWARDS  PRESENTATION 

SUNDAY,  18th DECEMBER,  12 midday,  Aviators Lounge,  Albion Park. 
 

Goulburn G.P. Flypast  Sunday, 15th January, 2012.     Goulburn 

    Contact: David Rittie 
 

Australia Day BBQ.    Thursday, 26th January, 6pm. BYO food.   Clubhouse 

     Contact: David Rittie 
 

Fly-in/Drive-in Brunch Sunday, 5th February, 10am to 1pm.    Wedderburn 

    Contact: Margaret Adams 9567 6522 
 

Social Workday.   Sunday, 26th February. Free lunch for members.   Wedderburn 

     Contact: Richard Thompson 
 

General Meeting & A.G.M Sunday, 11th March, 2pm.     Clubhouse 

     Contact: Margaret Nightingale 
 

Wings, Wheels and Wine. Sunday 15th April. More details later    Mudgee Airport 
 

Social Workday.   Saturday 28th April. Free lunch for members.   Wedderburn 

     Contact: Richard Thompson 
 

Wings Over Illawarra.  Sunday, 6th May      Wollongong 
 

We need members to organise some social events and some flying adventures. Please contact Bret Cavanagh if 

you are able to organise an event (or two). 

*    *    *    UPCOMING  FLYING  AND  SOCIAL  EVENTS    *    *    * 
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Welcome to the December 2011/

January 2012 issue of your Newslet-

ter. 

 

The items of interest since the last 

edition are the annual Open Day and 

the air show at Temora. 

 

You will find references to the Open 

Day in different sections of this 

Newsletter along with lots of pictures 

on Pages 4 and 5. (Special thanks to 

Don Harvie and Geoff May for these 

pictures.) 

 

Peter Scott, Dave Thomas and Ian 

Harvie all flew to Perth in their air-

craft for the SAAA Fly-in at Langley 

Park. Ian has written a full report of 

the trip and sent in some photos, all 

of which appear on Page 8. Thanks 

Ian. 

Hi there. 

 

Brenton Banfield 

Once again our Club is mourning the  

death of one of its former members, 

Brenton Banfield, who was our Club 

Solicitor in the early days, and Mayor 

of Campbelltown for some years. 

Sadly, Brenton passed away last 

month. Margaret Adams recounts 

some of her memories of Brenton in 

her ñBird Talkò section on Page 6. 

 

Steve Cavanagh 

We received a nice card from Joyce 

Cavanagh thanking us all for our 

thoughts and messages of condolence 

after the death of her husband and 

member, Steve. A scanned copy of 

her card to us appears at the bottom 

of this page. 

 

Open Day 

On a brighter note, the Open Day 

went very well again this year due to 

the efforts of many of our members 

who made the day run smoothly, but 

mainly due to the planning and or-

ganisational work of Geoff May, 

who, incidentally, has offered to do it 

all again next year. Thanks Geoff. 

 

Toilet Blocks 

The construction of the two toilet 

blocks in the northern precinct were 

finished in time for the Open Day. 

They are in Hangar Rows ñPò and 

ñVò. Our thanks go to the dedicated 

members who completed this project. 

 

New Constitution 

At the last General Meeting members 

agreed on several changes to the 

Clubôs rules that will be offered to all 

members to vote upon at a Special 

General Meeting on a date to be 

fixed, and after some further fine tun-

ing is done by the sub committee. 

 

NON Members at Wedderburn 

Please be reminded that it is not al-

lowed for NON members to come 

and operate out of our airfield, espe-

cially using a memberôs aircraft. Not 

only does it smell of commercial air-

craft hire, but it is simply unfair to all 

of our members who pay a joining 

fee and annual subscriptions for the 

privilege of using the airfield and its 

facilities. 

We hope you enjoy your Newsletter, 

and hope that you have a great 

Christmas, and an even better 2012. 

 

David Rittie 
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You can contact your Newsletter Editor at david.rittie@optusnet.com.au 

From  your  Editor 

Hangars and Hangar Space 

If you are looking for hangar space, 

or have hangar space to rent, you 

can contact the Secretary, Margaret, 

on 0425 380 966, and she can usu-

ally help. 

 

If you intend to buy or sell a hangar 

you MUST contact Margaret to 

ensure that the deal can legally pro-

ceed. 

 

Safety 

When landing, please beware of 

kangaroos and other wildlife on the 

runway, and please continue to ad-

here to the ôfly neighbourlyô policy. 

 

Please fly safely, enjoy a 

good Christmas and have a 

great New Year. 

David Rittie 

Words from the President 
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Hi Everyone 

 

Well another year has come and is al-

most gone. The years just go faster and 

faster. 

 

New Constitution 

The second of the general meetings 

about the new constitution took place on 

Sunday 27th November. There were 

about 12 members present and we made 

our way through the existing rules and 

have now agreed on the areas of the con-

stitution that will be presented to mem-

bers who attend the final meeting to ratify the changes 

or not.  

 

Everyone is encouraged to attend this meeting and 

vote on the changes. It will not be a time for argument 

however everyone will have the opportunity to say 

óyesô or ónoô to each item. There needs to be a 75% 

majority for each item to be changed. Some may 

change and others may not. If there are no changes 

then the club will proceed with our existing rules 

which are perfectly legal as they stand. The idea of 

making some changes is that it gives us the opportuni-

ty to update our constitution along the lines of current 

thinking from the Office of Fair Trading.  

 

From  the  Secretaryôs  Desk 

The draft constitution will now go back to 

the sub-committee for fine tuning and then 

the date for the ratification meeting will be 

announced. Keep your eyes on the news-

flash and coming newsletters for details.  

 

I must congratulate the participants in this 

process so far who have argued their points 

of view without spilling any blood or part-

ing as bad friends. Well done everyone. 

 

Open Day 

Well done also to all those who participat-

ed in our annual Open Day which was a 

success again this year. The club will be donating approxi-

mately $2500 to Careflight from the gate takings and the 

raffle. Thanks especially to Geoff May who was the organ-

iser. Geoff attended the last Committee meeting on 23rd 

November to discuss plans for next year. I can tell you that 

the date for next year is Sunday 18th November and plans 

are in place for the organisation of an air display. The pro-

ceeds will again go to Careflight. 

 

I hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous and safe New Year. 

 

All the best 

Margaret Nightingale 
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What happened on  OPEN DAY  13th November  -  the story in pictures 

Above, clockwise from top left: Richard Thompsonôs Twin Commander, two visiting Cozy Mk 4s, Bill 

Handleyôs Lake Buccaneer, and the Wedderburn Rural Fire service giving us a fire fighting demonstration. 
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Above, clockwise from top left: Siahn and Jay Laybutt in the familyôs Petrel, Abbey Gray & Lilli Harvie 

enjoying the day, the Macarthur Country Music Band, Lloyd Shepherdôs Piper Pacer, Russell (from Wol-

longong) brought his beaut Jabiru J230. Below: Don Harvieôs panoramic shot of the aircraft parking area. 

Above, clockwise from top left: Sy Allsepôs Beaver, Bernie Stevermuerôs impressive Seawind, Mark Pill-

ingôs aero-modellers group giving us an interesting display, and Kevin Haydonôs high performing RV8. 

More  OPEN DAY  pictures 



 

 

Bird  Talk 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Well here we are almost in the last month of the 

year and the silly season has begun. We all 

seem to take on more chores in readiness for 

our Christmas break and there is never enough 

time before the 25th is upon us. 

 

Once again we have farewelled one of our 

members. Brenton Banfield passed away on 7th 

November and his funeral was held on Saturday 

12th November. 

 

Brenton was the 

Clubôs Solicitor from 

the beginning of our 

club and attended to 

many of the difficult 

problems we had in 

those early days. 

Brenton worked well 

with Gordon Cramp-

ton (President from 

1979 to 1993) then 

with John Sutcliffe 

(President from 1993 

to 1996). 

 

Looking back to our Newsletter of Feb-March 

1995, our President, John Sutcliffe, wrote: 

ñINCORPORATION: The Certificate of Incor-

poration for the Club was finally issued on the 

19th December 1994. As far as I am concerned 

this was the very best Christmas present the 

Club could ever have. Throughout this rather 

lengthy process our Solicitor, Brenton Banfield 

has generously given his very valuable time and 

expertise to bring this about. In recognition of 

this, once the Committee had attained some 

measure of legality, it was my pleasant duty to 

record the following resolution which was 

passed unanimously: - ñBe it resolved that in 

recognition of his outstanding contribution to 

the incorporation of the Club Brenton Banfield 

be appointed an Honorary Member of the Club 

for a period of five years with immediate effect. 

Be it further resolved that Rule 17(a) be waived 

and the appointment shall carry equal voting 

rights as a full mem-

berò Thank you once 

again Brenton for 

your efforts on our be-

halfò 

 

I thought our members 

would like to know 

this little bit of history 

about Brenton.  Brentonôs parents, Ken and 

Ann Banfield, were foundation members and 

Ann became Minute Secretary in 1987 and 

Secretary in 1995 of the SAC Committee until 

her illness at the end of 1996 forced her to re-

linquish this position. The Banfield family 

were indeed dedicated members of SAC and to 

Ann, Brentonôs wife Ruth and their two sons 

and their families, Brentonôs brothers and all 

family members we have wonderful memories 

of Brenton, he was always smiling and happy 

to be out at our club and gave of his time freely 

to chat with you and above all he was a won-

derful man. We will always remember him. 

 

Our year has been very busy for the Ladies and 

Gents of the Social Committee. Attendances at 

our Fly-In/Drive-In Brunches and Social Work 

Days have been excellent and it is pleasing to 

see so many of our newer members coming 

along to join in. Please keep up the good work 

and attend as many functions as possible in the 

New Year 2012. 

 

I am sorry we never had time to fit into the 

yearôs calendar our BBQ luncheon with our 

Local Residents - this has just been postponed 

to hopefully hold early in the New Year. 

 

THE SOCIAL WORK DAY held on Sunday 

30th October was a very successful day. I know 

a lot of work was carried out by our members 

to make the airfield look spic and span in readi-

ness for our Open Day and it is always reward-

ing to see that your efforts always pay off. You 

all did a great job. 

 

Our team of workers of the Social Committee 

served a delicious luncheon of Cold Chicken, 
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Bird  Talk (cont.) 
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selection of cold meats, variety of Salads fol-

lowed by some very popular cakes, like Cara-

mel slice, coconut slice and cream lamingtons. 

No wonder we had none left ï they were very 

much appreciated. We served to 74 members 

and 4 friends from the WRFS, so a total of 78 

sat down to enjoy the luncheon ï that is the 

largest number for some time and it was great 

to have so many attend the last Work Day of 

2011. 

 

I was delighted to welcome Jacquie Pittman and 

Kim Jackson to our group and they certainly 

were kept very busy with the preparation of the 

luncheon together with ñour always willingò 

team of ladies, Veronica, Glenda, Donna, 

Dawn, Merle and yours truly. ñThank Youò la-

dies for all your hard work. 

 

The Raffle of the day was successful too ï our 

net amount was $229.00 the largest amount ev-

er. The lucky winner of the 1st Prize of a 

voucher from Dan Murphyôs valued at $50.00 

was Bill Handley and the 2nd Prize of a $25.00 

voucher from Dan Murphyôs was Eric Dobbie - 

well done to the winners and I ñThank Youò all 

for supporting the Social Committee. 

 

OPEN DAY SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER, 2011 

Yes, another Open Day has gone. I must con-

gratulate Geoff May for an excellent job he car-

ried out as Open Day Co-ordinator. I thought 

the numbers were down on last year but per-

haps there was still too much happening in 

Campbelltown as it was the last day of the Fish-

erôs Ghost celebrations. Never mind it was still 

a great day and those who attended certainly 

had lots to see. It is always a great opportunity 

for our members to have their Aircraft on show 

and hopefully fly them for all aviator enthusi-

asts to see. 

 

I was very lucky to have a group of our mem-

bers helping to set up and then dismantle the 

marquees and tables for our stalls and to all 

those involved my ñthanksò. 

 

My friends Rena, Rob, Peter & Colin all arrived 

early to help and Rodney George assisted to 

make sure it took no time at all until we were 

set up ready to go. I was fortunate 

to have Wendi, Laura, Jenny and 

Dawn on kitchen duties with me 

and my goodness how busy we were. Wendi 

started to cook the pikelets to accompany the 

Hot Scones and soon we were serving the al-

ways popular Devonshire Teas. Rena and Rob 

were downstairs taking the orders and serving 

lots of Tea & Coffee. Peter and Colin were 

summoned to help us in the kitchen from time 

to time and they ended up cooking more pike-

lets when we realised we were running out - the 

Ladies enjoyed having these two capable men 

helping them. 

 

Around midday we decided to make up the 5 

loaves of bread plus fillings I had bought, into 

Salad Sandwiches and werenôt they popular - 

only 2 were left and I was the lucky one to en-

joy them, at 8 p.m. on Open Day night. For all 

the efforts of the fresh food sales we managed 

to take $910.00, this was an excellent result 

(costings are still to come out of this amount). 

 

I know there was a wonderful display of cook-

ing from our wonderful Chefs on the food stall, 

donations of Fairy Cakes, Marble Cake, Cherry 

Almond Cake, Banana, Blueberry, Walnut & 

Coconut Cake, Caramel slices, Muesli slice, 

Jam Drop/Corn Flake Biscuits, Marmalade 

Jam, Tomato Relish and Organic Orange Blos-

som Honey. ñThanksò to all of the Chefs who 

cooked and donated these beautiful items for 

sale. You will be happy to know that your stall 

took $360.00 - that was a very good effort. 

I was so pleased to have our newer Ladies on 

board this year and emailing me to offer their 

help and also to donate cooking - it was won-

derful. 

 

ñThankò you to Laura, Jenny, Valerie and 

Dawn also to Maryanne, her daughters Monica 

and Vivienne for cooking the delicious goodies 

for the stall and a special ñThanksò to Rick 

Krassoi for the tasty Organic honey. 

 

To my wonderful friends, Rena, Rob, Peter & 

Colin ñThankò you for coming along each year 




